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Crimson & White Connection
A ministry of prayer and encouragement to “High School, College, & Singles” (& others, too) on Values + Character + Relationships + the Christian Life

Resources and some old back issues available at  www.CrimsonWhite.org

The C&WC is produced and funded through 
Crimson & White Ministries, Inc., a nonprofit 

corporation, supported only by contributions.
For a free subscription, update your address, feed-

back, comments or to submit an article, contact 
us at: 

4401 Wild Oak Lane, Greensboro, NC 27406
Ph.: 336-908-3652; e-mail: RDymmel@AOL.com

Editor: Dr. Rich Dymmel
Proof reader/censor: Marie Dymmel, R.N.

Crisis, emergency, or to “just talk about some-
thing”, call: Your Mom; Your Dad; Your Pastor, or

Rich or Marie Dymmel   336-908-3652

If you have chosen to accept Jesus as Lord 
of your life, either the first time or again, we 
would like to know so that we can pray for 
you and encourage you. Write or call us.

To subscribe, FREE, and get several issues of the Crimson & White Connection all year long, contact  
us at  RDymmel@aol.com   or   at 4401 Wild Oak Ln, Greensboro NC 27406 U.S.A. (The C&WC goes 

by email across 18 time zones from Australia to Sweden.  And 1/3 of printed copies go into prisons)

Crimson & White? What’s 
this?

    It started with 37 college students in 1998. Now, 
in the 27th year of issues, less than 10% of the 
mailing list are “students” ages 14 to 24. About 
40% are ... we’ll just say “over 30” in the database, 
including several 80+ers. About 1/3 of our over 
~980 print copies go into prisons in 24 states (1/1/24 
count), a direction we never expected this to go.  
But “the spiritual life,” and values are not age or 
marital status or gender or life situational specific, 
they are universal. -- Topics are character, values, 
spiritual life - “walk the walk, not just talk the talk” 
- relationships and more ... and some fun. 
    The theology position is “conservative,” i.e. Jesus 
is God’s only Son, eternal, born of a virgin, sinless, 
crucified, died, and risen, and is the only way to 
eternal life.  We are free to choose Him.  He has 
told us to be holy and that includes behaviors such 
as: sex outside of marriage is wrong. Jesus said it 
comes down to ‘love God and love your neighbor’ 
(Matthew 22:37-40).
    If you base your trust for entrance into Heaven 
in Jesus, God’s Son, and His death and resurrection 
on your behalf, then your crimson stains are made 
white as wool. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
There is no other way (John 14:6). If you admit that 
you can not reach God’s standard, are repentant and 
sorry for your short fall (sin) and rebellion against 
Him and have asked Him to forgive you, then He 
has forgiven you. If you are truly repentant, then 
there will be evidence of that in your actions, your 
life. - - If the “religion police” were to arrest you, 
would you be turned loose for “lack of evidence”? 
Or would the evidence of your actions convict you 
of being a Christian?

You WILL BE and ARE a slave!  
But you can CHOOSE your master! 
CHOOSE God today. John 3:16 is 

true. Accept no substitute!
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School grades ... and Lessons – Almost an A
First written/printed: 10/9/2015  by Dr. Richard R. Dymmel, Ed.D 

    True story. -- After I finished my Doctorate, I still liked school and learning. 
I had decided to take a couple classes that looked interesting. -- Exams over, I 
stopped by the professor’s office to see how I’d done. I had pulled out a 97.7%, 
an A, and an 89.5%, a B+. The Geometry class was the easier one. The History of 
Mathematics, was (a) not logical problem solving and (b) often required calculus 
and stuff I hadn’t done since before I went in the Army in 1967! When I stopped 
at the professor’s office to pick up the last assignments I had turned in and see 
if he had posted the grades, he was in. We talked for a while. He said, “I don’t 
have the grades posted yet, but I can show you. ... A 97.7%, that’s an A. ... and an 
89.5%, that’s a B+.”

“Gee, doesn’t 89.5 round off to 90?” (90% would be an A.)
He said, “I don’t round off. You have to have the 90%. You were close. You 

had 537 points in the tests and assignments out of 600 and that’s 89.5%. If I gave 
grades subjectively, every bright student like you and every cute girl would get 
an A. So it has to be strictly mathematical.”

“Well, mathematically, shouldn’t the .5 round up to the closest even number, 
90%? That’s just standard math rules for rounding and it is a math class,” I said 
with a smile.

He just laughed and repeated, “I don’t round off.” – I wasn’t going to get the 
A.  He made the rule. I had to accept it.  ... I was only 3! points away, 3! out of 
600!, from getting an A. Only 3 points kept me from having a perfect 4.0! But 
“Close only counts in horseshoes, hand grenades, bocce ball, and nuclear war,” 
is what I always tell my students when I teach math. But a B+ is probably a truer 
reflection of my worth in that class. Even the A in Geometry isn’t really a perfect 
4.0. I only got 97.7%, 586 out of the 600 possible.

The spiritual life is like that. No matter how hard we try, we just don’t 
measure up. Even if we’re pretty good, it’s not good enough. We fall short. [Rom 
3:23 - NKJV - all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (“...God’s 
glorious standard” - NLT)] We get the B+. Even if we’re really good at one thing, 
97.7%, we aren’t perfect. In this world, we may even get that 4.0 grade for being 
90%, have great looks, great body shape, have the team record for points scored, 
be valedictorian, ..., whatever. But we’re not perfect.

I know some really good looking kids who are really smart academically 
(4.0+ GPA), or are athletically gifted. As time passes, they may (some 
have) make bad moral choices, the 4.0 GPA may fall off, ... all the outward 
characteristics will lose their perfection. But inner beauty ...  Many times I’ve 
said, “When they smile, they just change 1000%.” “That one’s adoptable.” “A 
sweetheart.” (Remember “Are you a sweetheart?” 9/99 issue.) Goodness of 
character and personality and behavior and self-confidence is so much more 
beautiful and attractive, even sexier than just looks or abilities without character 
(when you’re old enough you realize self-confidence is really sexy). Attitude 
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(the right kind) + self-confidence + a smile 
= sexy; not just tight shorts (guys and girls). 
–  Would you want a great looking star athlete, 
model, or cheerleader who treats you like you 
are invisible, or an average person physically 
who smiles, is pleasant, bright, you can trust, 
and who treats you special? Character is 
important!

It has been said:“I cannot tell you how 
wonderful it is to have kids with good 
hearts. The world has enough smart people. 
We need more good people” (Dr. Laura 
Schlessinge)

But how do we measure up? When we 
compare ourselves to God’s standard, we 
can’t quite reach 100%. We may even be great 
in one area, even 100%, but God requires 
perfection in all areas. If perfection is the 
standard, and we can’t meet it, why even try? 
The answer is, we make it based on Jesus’ 
righteousness. “For whosoever believes on 
Him, shall not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). We make the grade based on His 
purity, holiness, and person. We try to live in 
holiness and purity out of gratefulness for the 
future He has provided. It’s our “thank you 
note” to God for all He will and has provided. 
-- The thief on the cross next to Jesus, he was 
far from “perfect.” But he acknowledged who 
Jesus was. And what did Jesus say to him?  ...  
(Luke 23:41-43 KJV) 41And we indeed justly; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: 
but this man hath done nothing amiss.   42And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom.  43And  Jesus 
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise. [He didn’t 
speak the “King’s English, that’s just the KJV 
of the Greek which was the translation of the 
Aramic Jesus probably would have spoken. 
-  Some people get all caught up in ‘which 
Bible translation.’] He hadn’t gotten a 10 year 
perfect attendance pin from the Temple; he 
was a convicted thief sentenced to death!
    Do you have a relationship with God where 
you know He has accepted you just as you 
are? If not, and you want that, call me at 
336-908-3652. Or call 1-888-NEED-HIM. –  
With God, even if you have gone the opposite 
direction, you have never gone too far to turn 

around   .   In Christ,    Rich

“The plan is progress ...
not perfection.”

© Dr. Richard R, Dymmel, Ed.D., 1999
(Based on notes from listening to Chuck Swindoll and some late-night TV)

   Philippians 3:12-16 Forgetting what lies behind – leave it, 
don’t look back, focus on looking forward; past achievements 
and past failures are lessons learned.
	 I once heard an interview with a student who said that once 
their GPA had fallen below a 4.0, since they weren’t perfect, 
they felt like they didn’t have any standard to uphold anymore. 
So they were drinking, doing pot, having casual sex, ...  “Shall 
we go on sinning so that grace may increase?” (Rom 6:1)
	 Well, we can’t be perfect. No one is. I’m sure not. You can’t 
be. But we can be pretty good. On “Sally” the other night they 
brought back “tough teens” from previous shows. One girl said, 
‘I’m making progress. You can’t do this in one big step.’ She, 
age 15, had been sleeping with a 25 year old guy. Her mother 
said, ‘She now has her 18 year old boyfriend sleeping over and 
admits to having unprotected sex at home.’ ‘Well, isn’t that 
progress? At least he’s closer to my age and I stay at home.’ 
Another girl there on stage said to her, ‘No. You have to make 
a clean break. What you’re doing is stupid and dangerous and 
wrong! You won’t ever make it by trying to change gradually.’ 
	 If you know what is right, and you’re doing what you know 
is wrong, you have to want to stop and turn around, that is 
called repentance. In a courtroom, a judge would not consider 
repentant a thief who would say, “I’ll improve a little. I’ll start 
making progress by stealing less expensive stuff.” If you’re 
repentant, you try to not do it at all. You might fail, but you 
want to try to have a real change.
	 Like, if you want to jump across a small chasm, you can’t 
make it if your plan is to try to do it in two leaps. Even if your 
leap only gets you to the edge of the other side and you have 
to grab rocks and branches and begin to pull yourself up... 
there are probably people on the other side that will reach 
out and help you, too. -- The alcoholic can’t stop gradually. 
-- The alcoholic may “fall off the wagon” but he tries again 
and again because they know what is good for them, even if 
they occasionally fail. They don’t plan on failing, it might just 
happen. Our “old nature” still tries to drag us back. It is an 
ongoing struggle. - - Know what? The longer you struggle, the 
farther you get away from the “old ways” and the easier the 
“new way” gets. 
     Have you made a “leap of faith”?

<><  ><>  <><  ><>  <><  ><>
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Share with someone
Giving a friend a copy of this letter and asking them 

if they would like to get it too, is an easy way of witnessing 
and starting a conversation about God.

If you’d like to be on our mail list, and have the Crimson & White 
Connection mailed free each month, fill this out and mail it to: 

4401 Wild Oak Lane, Greensboro, NC 27406-8306
*** or email to Rdymmel@AOL.com *** 

Under 18 requires a parental approval SIGNATURE please.

 No thank you, remove my name
To subscribe, check ‘Yes’ below and fill in completely.
 Yes, Please include me (signature)  ________________________________	

 I’d like the email version --my email: 
_________________________
*Under 18? Parental permission* :_________________________ 	

 I’ve read the ______________ issue, send the next one, please.
Tell us how you found out about the C&WC. __________________
Name______________________________________________ 
Home address _______________________________________
   City, St. ZIP _______________________________________
   Phone _(______)___________________________________
   Home e-mail address _______________________________
Birthdate __________________________________________
¤º°‘°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°‘°º¤ø¤º°‘°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°‘°º¤ø¤º°‘°º¤ø,¸¸,ø¤º°‘°º¤ø

Becoming a Christian: A-B-C
A – Admit that you’re a sinner. You just can’t meet God’s standard. 

The Bible says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 3:23 (also see 1 John 1:8).

B – Believe that Jesus was the Son of God and died in your place, 
took the punishment for you.  The Bible says, “For God so loved the 
world (that includes you) that he gave His only begotten son (that’s 
Jesus) that whosoever (that’s you again) believes in Him should not 
perish (that’s saved from eternal death, Hell) but have eternal life 
(given eternal life with God, that’s “salvation” or to “be saved”).” John 
3:16

C – Confess your sin to God. – The Bible says, “If we confess (own 
up to) our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleans 
us...” 1John 1:9. 

Want Jesus in your life? Pray this prayer: “Lord Jesus, I confess to 
You my sin and need to be saved. I turn away from my old sin and place 
my trust and faith in You as the only way to be saved.” Now contact 
your pastor, or contact us at 1-336-908-3652 or RDymmel@AOL.com, 
and say, “I just asked Jesus to be my Lord.”

WARNING
Do not read the Crimson & White Connection unless you 

want your HEART ENCOURAGED and your MIND 
CHALLENGED and your SPIRIT PRODDED

Yes! This is a subversive, challenging, counter-culture publication. That’s what 
Christianity is - a counter-culture. This should have a warning label.

A publication so dangerous it now comes with a warning label.

Whatever your lot in life...
build something on it.

Does your walk match your talk?
Does your talk match your walk?
Are you talking the talk?
Are you walking the walk?

He was 
showing His 

love, 
that’s how He 

hurt his hands.

Picnic Pains 
    The minister’s little six-year-old girl had been so naughty during the 
week, that her mother decided to give her the worst kind of punish-
ment. She told her she couldn’t go to the Sunday School Picnic on 
Saturday. 
    When the day came, her mother felt she had been too harsh and 
changed her mind. When she told the little girl she could go to the 
picnic, the child’s reaction was one of gloom and unhappiness. 
    “What’s the matter? I thought you’d be glad to go to the picnic.” her 
mother said. 
    “It’s too late!” the little girl said. “I’ve already prayed for rain!” 
Short Thoughts
    Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around 
the sun every year. 
    How long a minute is depends on what side of the bathroom door 
you’re on. 
    Ever notice that the people who are late are often much jollier than 
the people who have to wait for them? 

We could learn a lot from crayons: 
some are sharp, some are pretty, 
some are dull, some have weird names, 
and all are different colors.... but 
they all exist very nicely in the same box.

Mostly just for fun...


